
 

 
 

  Cabinet Member Report 

   
  Date:   30 January 2019 

   
Subject:  Expenditure from the Ward Budgets for the 

Westminster Advice Service run by Zaccheaus 2000 
Trust. 

1. Summary 
 
1.1 This report seeks approval for the expenditure of £18,150 from the Church 

Street, Churchill, Harrow Road, Maida Vale, Queen’s Park and Westbourne 
Ward Budgets to commission: 
 
(a) The Westminster Advice Service run by Zaccheaus 2000 Trust. The aim 

of the project is to ensure that those who are in most urgent need of 
benefits and housing advice can access it, to maximise income and 
prevent homelessness. 3 sessions will be held each week, for 46 weeks 
a year. These will be 2-hour sessions held in the Beethoven Centre, 
Church Street library and Pimlico Advice Hub on the Churchill Gardens 
Estate. In addition to providing the advice sessions, a full-time 
caseworker will be employed to deal with the casework which arises 
because of the sessions, they expect there be around 200 cases 
involved.  

 

Recommendation  
 
That the Cabinet Member for Sports, Culture and Community approves expenditure 
of £18,150 in respect of the above proposal detailed in the report.  

 



 
 

 

Cabinet Member:  Cabinet Member for Sports, Culture and 
Community 

   

Date:  30 January 2019 

   

Classification:  For General Release 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Title of Report:  Expenditure from the Church Street, Churchill, 
Harrow Road, Maida Vale, Queen’s Park and 
Westbourne Ward Budgets 

   

Report of: 
 

Head of Cabinet Secretariat   

   

Wards involved:  Church Street, Churchill, Harrow Road, Maida Vale, 
Queen’s Park and Westbourne 

   
Policy context:  Neighbourhoods Programme  

   

Financial summary:  The proposed expenditure of £3,025 from the 
Church Street Ward Budget leaves £3,030 
remaining for allocation in the current financial 
year. 
 
The proposed expenditure of £3,025 from the 
Churchill Ward Budget leaves £20,613.31 
remaining for allocation in the current financial 
year. 
 
The proposed expenditure of £3,025 from the 
Harrow Road Ward Budget leaves £17,925.51 
remaining for allocation in the current financial 
year. 
 
The proposed expenditure of £3,025 from the 
Maida Vale Ward Budget leaves £27,551.91 
remaining for allocation in the current financial 
year. 
 
The proposed expenditure of £3,025 from the 
Queen’s Park Ward Budget leaves £10,308.64 

 



remaining for allocation in the current financial 
year. 
 
The proposed expenditure of £3,025 from the 
Westbourne Ward Budget leaves £9,510.57 
remaining for allocation in the current financial 
year. 

    

Report Author:  Sonia Sekhon, Member Services Officer 

   

Contact details  This matter is being handled by: 

Sonia Sekhon, Member Services Officer 

020 7641 4299 
ssekhon@westminster.gov.uk  
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1. Background Information 
 
1.1 Ward budgets were established under the City Council’s Neighbourhood 

Programme agreed by the Cabinet in November 2007.  
 

1.2 Budget provision of £46,000 per ward for the financial year 2018/19 exists to 
fund ward-based projects.  

 

2.  Proposed Projects 

  
2.1 £18,150 will contribute to the salary costs of a full-time casework to deliver the 

advice and services, to ensure that those most in need of benefits and housing 
advice can access it. 3 sessions will be held each week, for 46 weeks a year. 
These will be 2-hour sessions held in the Beethoven Centre, Church Street 
library and Pimlico Advice Hub on the Churchill Gardens Estate. The intention is 
to fill the gaps where there is less provision available within the advice sector. 
Services provide include tribunal representation for ESA and PIP claims; 
housing matters such as suitability reviews and possession proceedings; 
provide support in Complex Universal Cases where there are multiple issues; 
ensuring that clients are receiving the correct benefits; and providing “wrap-
around” support to help clients with other issues such as mental health and 
language support.  
 

2.2 The expected overall cost of the one caseworker’s salary would be £32,759 per 
annum, which includes the employer’s NICs, and pension contribution of 5%. It 
is anticipated that a significant amount of this salary will be covered by other 
grants, secured from funders in Westminster. The shortfall can be made up 
from core funding. Without ward budget funding, the service cannot be 
continued in the borough. Funding has currently been secured from 
Westminster Amalgamated, Strand Parishes, Hyde Park Estate Charity and the 
Westminster Foundation.  
 

3. Financial Implications 

 
3.1 Expenditure and approvals in process from the Church Street budget to date 

total £39,935 leaving £6,065 to be allocated. 
 

3.2 The proposals for expenditure in this report amount to £3,025 and leaves £3,030 
available for future allocation. 

 
3.3 Expenditure and approvals in process from the Churchill budget to date total 

£22,361.69 leaving £23,638.31 to be allocated. 
 

3.4 The proposals for expenditure in this report amount to £3,025 and leaves 
£20,613.31 available for future allocation. 
 

3.5 Expenditure and approvals in process from the Harrow Road budget to date 
total £25,049.49 leaving £20,950.51 to be allocated. 
 



3.6 The proposals for expenditure in this report amount to £3,025 and leaves 
£17,925.51 available for future allocation. 
 

3.7 Expenditure and approvals in process from the Maida Vale budget to date total 
£15,423.09 leaving £30,576.91 to be allocated. 
 

3.8 The proposals for expenditure in this report amount to £3,025 and leaves 
£27,551.91 available for future allocation. 

 
3.9 Expenditure and approvals in process from the Queen’s Park budget to date 

total £32,666.36 leaving £13,333.64 to be allocated. 
 

3.10 The proposals for expenditure in this report amount to £3,025 and leaves 
£10,308.64 available for future allocation. 
 

3.11 Expenditure and approvals in process from the Westbourne budget to date total 
£33,464.43 leaving £12,535.57 to be allocated. 
 

3.12 The proposals for expenditure in this report amount to £3,025 and leaves 
£9,510.57 available for future allocation. 
 

4. Legal Implications 

 
4.1 Section 1 of the Localism Act, aka “the general power of competence” enables 

authorities “to do anything that individuals generally may do”.  The proposals 
within this report are consistent with the Council exercising this power.   

 

5. Outstanding Issues 

 
5.1  In all wards, at least two of the councillors approve to the funding of this project. 

There were no disapprovals from any of the councillors in the wards.  
 

6. Consultation 
 
6.1 The proposals have been agreed by all Councillors from all wards involved 
          
6.2 The proposal for Westminster Advice has been drawn up and verified following 

consultation with Zacchaeus 2000 Trust and the Council’s Finance and Legal 
Services Departments. 

  

7. Equalities 

 
7.1 The proposals in this report will support the Council’s wider equalities and 

diversity agenda by focusing on addressing local issues with enhanced local 
engagement.   

 

If you have any queries about this report or wish to inspect one of the 
background papers please contact Sonia Sekhon on 020 7641 4299, 
email ssekhon@westminster.gov.uk  
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For completion by the Cabinet Member for Sports, Culture and Community. 

Declaration of Interest 

 

 I have no interest to declare in respect of this report 
 

Signed  …………………………………….……….  Date ……………………………… 
Councillor Iain Bott, Cabinet Member for Sports, Culture and Community 
 

 I have to declare an interest 
 

State nature of interest:  ……..………………………………………………………… 
 

…………………………………………………………………...…………………………. 
     

Signed  …………………………………….………….  Date …………………………… 
Councillor Iain Bott, Cabinet Member for Sports, Culture and Community 

 
(N.B:  If you have an interest you should seek advice as to whether it is appropriate 
to make a decision in relation to this matter.) 
 
For the reasons set out above, I agree the recommendation(s) in the report entitled 
Recommendation(s) for Expenditure from the Church Street, Churchill, Harrow 
Road, Maida Vale, Queen’s Park and Westbourne Ward Budgets and reject any 
alternative options which are referred to but not recommended.  
 
Signed ………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Councillor Iain Bott, Cabinet Member for Sports, Culture and Community 

 
Date ……………………………………………………………………………………….…… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have any additional comment which you would want actioned in connection 
with your decision you should discuss this with the report author and then set out 
your comment below before the report and this pro-forma is returned to the 
Secretariat for processing. 
 
Additional comment: ………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

For Ward Specific Reports Only 
 
In reaching this decision I have given due regard to any representations made by 
relevant Ward Members. 
 

Signed ………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Councillor Iain Bott, Cabinet Member for Sports, Culture and Community 

 
Date …………………………………………………………………………….………….… 
 



 
NOTE:  If you do not wish to approve the recommendations, or wish to make an 
alternative decision, it is important that you consult the report author, the Head of 
Legal and Democratic Services, the Director of Finance and Performance and, if 
there are staffing implications, the Director of Resources (or their representatives) so 
that (1) you can be made aware of any further relevant considerations that you 
should take into account before making the decision and (2) your reasons for the 
decision can be properly identified and recorded, as required by law. 
 
Note to Cabinet Member: Your decision will now be published and copied to 
the Members of the relevant Policy & Scrutiny Committee. If the decision falls 
within the criteria for call-in, it will not be implemented until five working days 
have elapsed for any call-in request to be received. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


